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Overview of a Paternity Case 
 

 
 
 

 
 

PRINT YOUR NAME 

STEP 1: 
Prepare and File Paternity 

Petition 

Have someone, NOT YOU, give the other party your court papers and 
wait 31 days after you serve the papers before you can continue your 

case

STEP 2: 
Default, Stipulated, or 

Contested  
If the other party did 
not file a response: 

DEFAULT 

Prepare Default forms 
for court approval 

If a response is filed and you 
are in agreement with the 

other party: 

STIPULATED 

If a response is filed by 
the other party, and 
both sides do not 

agree. 

CONTESTED 
You will need to ask 

the court for a trial date 
or enter into a 

mediation agreement 

STEP 3: 
Judgment Forms 

These are the orders the Judge 
will sign.  They must reflect what 

was in the forms in Step 1 

STEP 3: 
Judgment Forms  

These are the orders the Judge 
will sign.  They will reflect an 
agreement between the two 

parties 

STEP 3: 
Judgment Forms  

These are the orders the Judge 
will sign.  They will reflect what 

the Judge said at Trial or what the 
Mediation Agreement said.   

NOTE: EVEN IF YOU GO TO COURT, YOUR CASE IS ONLY FINALIZED ONCE YOU HAVE A JUDGMENT SIGNED BY 
THE JUDGE.  A JUDGMENT IS A SERIES OF FORMS THAT CONTAIN ORDERS FOR CUSTODY, VISITATION, AND 

CHILD SUPPORT AND OFFICIALLY ESTABLISH WHO THE PARENTS OF THE CHILD(REN) ARE. 



RESPONSE TO PETITION TO DETERMINE PARENTAL RELATIONSHIP 
(Uniform Parentage)

Form Approved for Optional Use 
Judicial Council of California 
FL-220 [Rev. September 1, 2021]

Family Code, § 7630 

Page 1 of 2

FL-220
PARTY WITHOUT ATTORNEY OR ATTORNEY STATE BAR NUMBER:

NAME:

FIRM NAME:

STREET ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP CODE:

TELEPHONE NO.: FAX NO.:

E-MAIL ADDRESS:

ATTORNEY FOR (name):

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF
STREET ADDRESS:

MAILING ADDRESS:

CITY AND ZIP CODE:

BRANCH NAME:

PETITIONER:

RESPONDENT:

RESPONSE TO PETITION TO DETERMINE PARENTAL RELATIONSHIP 

FOR COURT USE ONLY

CASE NUMBER:

1. The petitioner
a. is a parent of the children in item 2.
b. is not a parent of the children in item 2.
c. is the child or the child's personal representative (specify court and date of appointment):
d. Other (specify):

2. The children are
a. Child's name Birthdate Age

b. a child who is not yet born.

3. The respondent

a. lives in the state of California.
b. was in California when the children listed in item 2 were conceived.
c. does not live in the state of California.
d. was not in California when the children listed in item 2 were conceived.
e. Other (specify):

4. The children
a. live or are found in this county.
b. are children of a parent who is deceased, and proceedings for administration of the estate have been or could be started

in this county.

5. The respondent is

a. the parent of the children listed in item 2 above.
b. not certain if the respondent is the parent of the children listed in item 2 above.
c. not the parent of the children listed in item 2 above.
d. Other (specify):

b. Parentage has been established in another case governmental child support Other (specify):

c. Public assistance is being provided to the children.

6. Additional statements

a. Parentage has been determined by a voluntary declaration of parentage or paternity. (Attach a copy if available.)

7. A completed Declaration Under Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act (UCCJEA)

www.courts.ca.gov

(form FL-105) is attached.

PRINT YOUR NAME
PRINT YOUR ADDRESS AND PHONE NUMBER

SELF- REPRESENTED
LOS ANGELES

PRINT THE ADDRESS OF 
YOUR COURTHOUSE

PRINT THE OTHER PARTY'S NAME
PRINT YOUR NAME

PRINT THE CASE NUMBER

PRINT THE CHILD(REN)'S
FULL NAME

PRINT THE 
BIRTHDATE OF 
EACH CHILD

PRINT THE AGE OF 
EACH CHILD

Text Box
Check the box which explains the other party's relationship to the child(ren) in Item 2.

Callout
Check this box if you and the other party are the parents of a child not yet born.


Text Box
Check off all the boxes that apply.

Callout
The child(ren) must live in the County where the case was filed.  If that is not the case, seek legal advice.  


Text Box
Indicate your relationship to the child(ren).

Text Box
Check box (a) If the father signed a Voluntary Declaration of Paternity at the hospital admitting that he is the father. Please keep in mind this is a separate legal document from the birth certificate. 

Check box (b) If any other court established Paternity.

Check box (c)  if you receive government benefits for the child (i.e. TANF, CalWORKs)




FL-220 [Rev. September 1, 2021] Page 2 of 2RESPONSE TO PETITION TO DETERMINE PARENTAL RELATIONSHIP 
(Uniform Parentage)

FL-220

RESPONDENT:

PETITIONER: CASE NUMBER:

The respondent asks that the court make the determinations listed below. 

8. PARENT-CHILD RELATIONSHIP (check all that apply):
a. Respondent Petitioner is the parent of the children listed in item 2.
b. Respondent Petitioner is not the parent of the children listed in item 2.
c. Respondent requests genetic testing to determine whether the Petitioner Respondent is the parent of the

children listed in item 2.

9. CHILD CUSTODY AND VISITATION (PARENTING TIME)

a. Legal custody of children to .........................................................
Petitioner Respondent Joint Other

b. Physical custody of children to ....................................................

c. Child visitation (parenting time) be granted to .............................

As requested in form

d. The facts in support of the requested custody and visitation (parenting time) orders are (specify):

Contained in the attached 

10. REASONABLE EXPENSES OF PREGNANCY AND BIRTH:

Reasonable expenses of pregnancy
and birth to be paid by

Petitioner Respondent Joint

as follows:

11. FEES AND COSTS OF LITIGATION
a. Attorney fees to be paid by

Petitioner Respondent Joint

b. Expert fees, guardian ad litem fees, and other costs
of the action or pretrial proceedings to be paid by

12. NAME CHANGE
Children's names be changed, according to Family Code section 7638, as follows (specify old and new names):

13. OTHER ORDERS REQUESTED (specify):

14. CHILD SUPPORT
The court may make orders for support of the children and issue an earnings assignment without further notice to either party.

I have read the restraining order on the back of the Summons (form FL-210) and I understand it applies to me.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is true and correct.

Date:

(TYPE OR PRINT NAME) (SIGNATURE OF RESPONDENT)

NOTICE: If you have a child from this relationship, the court is required to order child support based upon the income of 
both parents. Support normally continues until the child is 18. You should supply the court with information about your 
finances. Otherwise, the child support order will be based upon information supplied by the other parent. Any party 
required to pay child support must pay interest on overdue amounts at the "legal" rate, which is currently 10 percent.

FL-311 FL-312 FL-341(C)

FL-341(D) FL-341(E) Attachment 9c

declaration.

PRINT THE OTHER PARTY'S NAME
PRINT YOUR NAME PRINT THE CASE NUMBER

Text Box
If both you and the other party are the parents of the child(ren) then check "a"
If you believe one of you are not the parent of the child(ren) then check the appropriate box in "b"
If you are requesting genetic testing to determine whether one of you is the parent of the child(ren) then check the appropriate box in "c"

Callout
Check who is to have legal and physical custody.  It can be you, the other party or joint. 
NOTE: Legal custody  is the ability to make the health, welfare and educational decisions for your child(ren). Physical custody is the parent the child lives with primarily.  


jknee
Typewritten Text
X

Callout
Check  the box if you would like to change the name of the child and write the full old name and full new name you want to give your child.


Callout
8d you can explain why you are requesting custody and visitation. Some options are writing in "Best interests of the child(ren)," or you can attach the form MC-025 and explain your reasons on the separate page.


Callout
These forms listed provide certain additional orders on custody and visitation. If you do not select them, you and the other party will have to work out these details on your own. If you select them, you can obtain the applicable form from (FL-312, FL-341(C), FL-341(D), FL-341(E) the court website at www.lacourt.org 


Callout
If there are any other orders you would like to request write them in this space provided. Some examples of other orders requested are: "Request to put father on child's birth certificate","Request for child(ren) passport", etc.

jknee
Typewritten Text
PRINT THE DATE

jknee
Typewritten Text
PRINT YOUR NAME 

jknee
Typewritten Text
SIGN YOUR NAME
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PRINT THE OTHER PARTY'S NAME
 PRINT YOUR NAME

PRINT THE CASE NUMBER

Print the name of each child Print date of birth
of each child

PRINT THE NAME(S) OF THE PARENT(S) YOU ARE 
REQUESTING TO HAVE LEGAL and PHYSICAL 
CUSTODY 

Text Box
X


Text Box
Joint physical custody means that physical custody is split 50/50.  Primary physical custody means the child(ren) live(s) mostly with one parent.


Callout
You have three options for visitation:
1.	Reasonable Visitation: This means that you will be able to work out a visitation schedule with the other party.  This type of order is not enforceable by the police because it is not specific.  You should be sure that you can agree with the other party when you choose this option.
2.	 No Visitation: This means that the other party never sees the child(ren).  You need to show the other parent is physically or mentally dangerous to the child(ren), a flight risk of something similar.  If you choose this option, you must explain why in a declaration. 
3.	Specific Visitation: This means you set out a specific set of days and times that the other parent would visit with the child(ren).  You may request for the other parent to have overnight visits, certain days, or weekends.  
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PRINT THE OTHER PARTY'S NAME
PRINT YOUR NAME PRINT CASE NUMBER

Callout
This section should only be completed if you are requesting supervised visitation. *NOTE: You will have to explain to the court in your attached declaration the reasons why you are requesting supervised visitation. The schedule you have provided on the previous page will be the supervised visitation schedule you are requesting.


Callout
This section should only be completed to specify which party will pick up and drop off children, and at what specific address. *NOTE: If pick up and drop offs are sometimes an issue with the other party, one of your options is to have pick up and drop off locations be at your local police department.


Callout
This section should only be completed to add travel restrictions with the children. This means the party cannot leave designated areas without written permission (text and email  from the other party, or a court order.*NOTE: The restriction can be for both parties, but understand you are putting a restriction.

MSobhani
Callout
These forms listed provide certain additional restrictions on custody and visitation. If you do not select them, you and the other party will have to work out these details on your own. If you select them, you can obtain the applicable form from (FL-312, FL-341(C), FL-341(D), FL-341(E)) the court website at www.lacourt.org 

MSobhani
Line

MSobhani
Line

MSobhani
Line
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(PETITIONER'S NAME)
(RESPONDENT'S NAME)

(CASE #)

(YOUR NAME)
(ADDRESS)
(CITY, STATE ) (ZIP CODE)

(PHONE #)

SELF-REPRESENTED (PRINT)
LOS ANGELES (PRINT)

(# OF CHILDREN)

(CHILD'S FULL NAME) (CHILD'S BIRTH CITY, AND STATE) (CHILD'S DATE OF BIRTH) (F/M?)

(MONTH/
YEAR)

(COURT ADDRESS(COURT ADDRESS)

(MONTH/YEAR)

(MONTH/YEAR)

(MONTH/YEAR)

(MONTH/
YEAR)

(MONTH/
YEAR)

(CITY, STATE WHERE CHILD WAS LIVING)

(CITY, STATE WHERE CHILD WAS LIVING)

(CITY, STATE WHERE CHILD WAS LIVING)

(ADDRESS WHERE CHILD 
IS CURRENTLY LIVING)

(MONTH/
YEAR)

(NAME AND CURRENT ADDRESS WITH WHOM 
CHILD WAS LIVING WITH AT THE TIME)

(MOM/DAD 
BOTH?)

(MOM/DAD 
BOTH?)

(MOM/DAD 
BOTH?)

(MOM/DAD 
BOTH?)

(NAME AND CURRENT ADDRESS WITH WHOM 
CHILD WAS LIVING WITH AT THE TIME)

(NAME AND CURRENT ADDRESS WITH WHOM 
CHILD WAS LIVING WITH AT THE TIME)

(NAME AND CURRENT ADDRESS WITH WHOM 
CHILD WAS LIVING WITH AT THE TIME)

(2nd CHILD'S FULL NAME) (2nd CHILD'S BIRTH CITY, AND STATE) (2nd CHILD'S DATE OF BIRTH) (F/M?)

Callout
If the children lived together for the past five years, mark this box. Otherwise you need to complete this section like the section above.
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(CASE #)(PETITIONER'S LAST NAME )V (RESPONDENT'S LAST NAME)

(DATE)
(PRINT YOUR NAME) (SIGNATURE)

Callout
Is there another custody, visitation, or support case related to this action?


Text Box
 
If there is a related case this section should be filled out with as much information as you can provide about the related case

Callout
Is there a restraining order related to this action?


Text Box
 
If there is a related restraining order this section should be filled out with as much information as you can provide about the related restraining order

Callout
Is there any other person claiming to have custody of your child(ren)?


Text Box
If you marked Yes for #6, this section should be filled out with the information of the person claiming to have custody and visitation. 
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(PETITIONER'S NAME)
(RESPONDENT'S NAME)

(CASE #)

(PRINT YOUR NAME)

(ADDRESS)
(CITY) CA (ZIP CODE)

(PHONE #)

SELF-REPRESNTED (PRINT)
LOS ANGELES (PRINT)

���

������
��� (COURT ADDRESS)

(PRINT YOUR NAME) (SIGNATURE)
(DATE)

Callout
Information from your last or current job.


Callout
Choose only one and how much is earned for that period


Line

Text Box
Fill out the remaining sections (2, 3, and 4) letter by letter. Be sure to enter in any information where it states "(specify)" or "(explain)".
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(PETITIONER'S NAME)
(RESPONDENT'S NAME) (CASE #)

Callout
If there is any income from the following items listed be sure to list what was received last month and what is the average monthly. If you did not receive income from any of these sections be sure to write in a zero. *NOTE: Average month calculation can be done by adding what was earned for the year and dividing it by 12

Line

Callout
Read to see if these apply and specify or explain


Line

Callout
List any monthly deductions from your paycheck


Callout
List any assets you may have
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(PETITIONER'S NAME)
(RESPONDENT'S NAME) (CASE #)

/////////////////   ////////////////

Callout
The name, age, relationship to you, and monthly income for any person that lives in your household. *NOTE: If you are renting a room from a person you do not need to list that person, or other people that may live in the household, unless they are helping you with your expenses.


Callout
List monthly expenses to the best of your abilities. It is okay to estimate and not be exact. NOTE* Monthly expenses should not be more than your income unless you have indicated somewhere in this form as to who, or how those expenses are being paid (8, 9, 13s, and 20 are areas sections where the difference can be explained).


Callout
Other monthly payments such as: car payments, credit card payments,  personal loan payment, etc. The total monthly goes on 13p.


Line
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(PETITIONER'S NAME)
(RESPONDENT'S NAME)

(CASE #)HH
(CASE #)

UNTIL AGE OF 
MAJORITY

Callout
List # of children if any


Callout
What % of time do you spend with your children, and what % of time does the other party spend with the children. *NOTE: If you are unsure about the % you can write out what visitation schedule you currently have in this space.


Line

Callout
Do you pay for the children's health insurance? If you answered yes, then fill out the rest of this section. *NOTE: If your child is receiving Medi-Cal you only mark the space "I do not"


Callout
Do any of these additional month expenses apply?


Text Box
Any additional information the court should know about support goes here. Some example are: "My parent's cover my expenses","I have been struggling to pay my bills and I'm in debt", etc.


Callout
Has there been hardships such as: a stolen car, house fire, medical injury, etc. How much per month, and how many months, will you be paying for the hardship?


Line

Callout
Expenses per month for children from other relationships


Callout
*NOTE: Only if write this if there are minor children in the relationship
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PRINT YOUR NAME , ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE NUMBER

PRINT SELF-RESPRESENTED

PRINT THE CASE NUMBER

PRINT THE COURT'S ADDRESS

PRINT THE OTHER PARTY'S NAME

PRINT YOUR NAME

FL-220, FL-311, FL-105, FL-150 (LIST ANY OTHER DOCUMENTS YOU FILLED OUT) 

PRINT THE NAME AND ADDRESS OF THE PERSON THE FORMS ARE BEING 
MAILED TO

PRINT THE DATE
PRINT THE NAME OF THE PERSON THAT MAILED THE 
FORMS

SIGNATURE OF PERSON THAT MAILED THE FORMS

PRINT LOS ANGELES

Text Box
The person who is mailing your response must write THEIR complete address. NOTE: This person must be over 18 years old and NOT you.  


Callout
SELECT (A) or (B)


Callout
The person who is mailing these forms must write the date they mailed the forms, the city, and the state the forms were mailed from  




This page is left 
intentionally 

blank.
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